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THE GIFT OF WRITING
The holiday season is upon us once again, and it's time
to prepare for gift giving. This doesn't have to mean
breaking the bank or super stressing out, though; check
out our Monthly Writing Inspiration for gift ideas that let
your creativity shine through. Speaking of gifts, there's a
great one for writers on our News page. And don't
forget, we have a new Writing Tip for you this month.
We've enjoyed talking writing with all of you this year,
and we look forward to working with you in 2020.
Happy Holidays!
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News @
ONLINE MEMBERSHIP
This holiday season, you can give yourself or a writer near
and dear to you the gift of writing help with a Provisional
Pen membership! It features weekly group coaching
sessions where you can get the answers you need. You'll
also have access to our Private Facebook Group where you
can interact with other members to benefit your writing.
That's not all: membership comes with resources like
articles, white papers, and videos covering a variety of
topics including business writing, basic writing tips, and
creative writing.
And, the level of commitment is up to you. If you want to see
what we're all about, check out our monthly membership at
$10/mo. It starts with a free 7 day trial. Or, you can score a
free month with our annual membership, which costs $110.

For more
information on
membership
benefits and how to
register, please visit
our Become A
Member page.
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WRITING TIP
OF THE MONTH
ORGANIZE WITH PREWRITING
Last month, we looked at some strategies for

Or, you could create a diagram that starts with a

organizing content in a piece of writing. Now, let's

specific detail or example and maps out the steps

explore some options for mapping out your ideas

to the main idea. Again, full sentences are not

before you write:

required.

List

Outline

This activity is fairly simple: just make a list of

The most formal approach to organizational

your ideas in the order that fits your preferred

prewriting, the outline combines aspects of the

organization method. You don't even need to write

idea map (which also works from the main idea)

complete sentences at this point.

and the list. The outline uses multiple levels to
show how ideas connect while incorporating more

Idea Map or Diagram

text, like a list with at least some complete
sentences. Your specific outline format may vary
based on the writing situation.

This visual technique really shows how ideas
connect. Your organization method of choice is
important here: you could make an idea map,
which starts with the main idea and then branches
out to supporting points and specific details.

A Note on When to Organize: We recognize that
what works for one person may not work for
another, so we won't say mapping out ideas
before drafting is an absolute must; we will say
you may find it easier and save yourself some
work later if you plan first.
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MONTHLY WRITING
INSPIRATION
PERSONALIZE YOUR GIFTS
With budgets to maintain and/or lack of input from the
people on your list, gift giving can feel less than inspired. So,
why not use your writing-based creativity to give a gift
that's sure to be appreciated?
When it comes to including writing in your holiday gifts, you
have lots of options, from thoughtful gift tag messages to
family recipe collections. So, you'll want to decide how much
time you have to spend on homemade gifts this year, who's
likely to enjoy them the most, and whether these gifts will be
the main focus or accompaniments to store-bought items.
You might even think about thematically pairing a written
handmade gift with a purchased one, like a family recipe to
go with a cooking appliance. Remember to have fun as you

More Giftable Writing
Ideas
plain wrapping paper
embellished with a
poem, message, or very
short story
clear ornament
containing a special
message
mini scrapbook with
detailed blurbs

create!
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