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LET'S COLLABORATE!
Sometimes, we take solace in the solitude of writing.
Other times, we wish someone could join us in both the
fun and not-so-fun aspects of the process. Writing can
actually give us the best of both worlds, and through
this powerful form of expression, we can unite people,
sometimes very different people. In this newsletter,
you'll find info on joining our Facebook Group for
dedicated writers, bringing together opposing
viewpoints, and collaborating on a creative project.
Happy Writing!
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News @
MEMBERS ONLY FACEBOOK GROUP
Why do you use social media? To stay connected, to stave
off loneliness, to share your creativity? All these reasons can
also apply to sharing excerpts of your writing and/or
discussing it online. While your friends and family are likely
to encourage you in your writing pursuits, it can be even
more helpful to share in a place dedicated to writing and
writers like you: the member-exclusive Provisional Pen
Facebook Group.
To become part of our community of writers, check out our
$10/month membership, which starts with a free 7 day trial.
If you're up for a longer commitment, there's an option for
you: our $110 annual membership, which saves you $10
compared to 12 standalone months.

To learn more about
membership
benefits or to join,
please visit our
Become A Member
page.
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WRITING TIP
OF THE MONTH
WORK WITH THE OPPOSITION
No matter how convincing your argument, it's

So, how can you use your list of cons when the

unlikely you will get every reader to agree with

goal is to support your claim? You would use the

everything you say. That's okay. But, one way you

opposing points and reasons people have these

can get even those who strongly oppose your

views to respectfully show how and why they are

view to at least consider it is to do the same for

weaker than the supporting points and reasons

them: show awareness of differing viewpoints and

people accept those points. The opposition may

the reasoning behind them.

be wrong due to illogical reasoning or inaccurate
information, but it's not always that clear cut.

You already do this when faced with significant

Sometimes, responding to the opposition is about

decisions like whether to relocate or switch to a

showing that, while they're not completely wrong,

new career. You might make a list of pros and

your claim makes better sense or works more

cons to help. This activity can also assist you in

practically to solve a problem or whatever the

developing an argumentative piece of writing.

case may be.

(We don't mean argument in the sense of a fight
but rather a respectful discussion in which you use

While including counterargument in your writing

evidence to support your viewpoint.) To develop

doesn't guarantee your readers won't have

your list, you can brainstorm opposing points, talk

further objections, it does show you don't have a

to people who take a different stance than yours,

totally one-sided view of a multifaceted issue.

and/or read what others are saying. (Just

Recognizing complexities can help you develop

remember to cite if you're using information from

deeper and more worthwhile arguments, which

other people or sources.)

shows you respect your readers and their time.
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MONTHLY WRITING
INSPIRATION
COLLABORATE ON A PROJECT
February is about togetherness, a theme that

individual responsibilities in the planning stages,

can be applied to writing as well as daily life.

as well as keeping the writing partnership

You've worked collaboratively before, whether in

separate from the relationship. You'll also need

an academic or professional setting, but have

to be open to creative compromise and choose a

you done so in the context of creative writing?

co-writer who's willing to compromise.

If not, here are some reasons to give it a try: you

Furthermore, especially if you're new to

can share the highs and lows of the writing

collaborative writing, you don't have to complete

process, you aren't responsible for coming up

a long-term project. Instead, collaborate on

with all the content, and you get to choose the

something small, like a poem or a short story.

writer you're working with. How great is that?

You can go from there to co-write a collection if
all goes well. Working collaboratively, you could

But, you might be thinking, working with another

be part of creating something you may not have

writer might cause problems. After all, it could

dreamed up working on your own. That's

make the process more stressful or potentially

certainly worth a try.

compromise a personal relationship. Yes,
collaborative writing involves some risks, but you
can mitigate these by ironing out details and

To learn more about the value of writing
short creative pieces, read "Don't Discount
the Short Story."
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